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Ernest Henry Benjamin SAKER (1923 – 1943) 

 

 

 

 

425224 Flight Sergeant 

E.H.B.SAKER 

 

Royal Australian Air Force 

Attached to RAF 

1657 Conversion Unit 

 

22nd July 1943  Age 20 

 

 

HE DID HIS DUTY 

 

 

(No photograph available) 

 

 

Ernest Henry Benjamin Saker was born in Bowen, Queensland on 22 July 1923 the son of Ernest William 
Barton and Mary Catherine Saker (nee O’Reilly).  His father had fought with the 1st AIF during the First World 
War. Ernest had a younger brother, Kevin Frederick who was born in 1926. Bowen is in the Whitsunday 
region of North Queensland.  
 
On the outskirts of Bowen is the small town of Merinda where the family lived and where Ernest attended 
school. 
 
After leaving school, Ernest found employment as a clerk but with the outbreak of war he enlisted and it was 
as a Flight Sergeant serving with the RAAF that he was attached to the RAF in England.  
 
In July 1943 Ernest was at RAF Stradishall, Suffolk with No.1657 Heavy Conversion Unit. This Heavy 
Conversion Unit provided a 3-4 week long course for the purpose of training men to become proficient heavy-
bomber crew members. They were flying Short Stirling aircraft. 
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Short Stirling code XT-M of No. 1657 Heavy 
Conversion Unit at RAF Stradishall 
 
 

 
Ernest was a member of a seven-man crew comprising of 2 Australians, 1 Canadian and 4 British airmen: 
 
P/O (Pilot) Leonard Gerrard Sellars (Australian)  
Sgt (Flt. Eng.) John Archibald Campbell   
F/O (Nav.) Robert Henry Rutherford  
F/S (Bomb Aimer) Raymond Henry Murdock (Canadian) 
Sgt (W.Op./Air Gnr.) Richard George Kings  
1804500 Sgt (Air Gnr.[MUG]) George Frank Albert Wix 
AUS425224 F/S (Air Gnr.[Rear]) Ernest Henry Benjamin Saker (Australian) 
 
On 22 July 1943, Stirling I W7586 of No.1657 Heavy Conversion Unit, with Ray’s crew on-board, took off 
from RAF Stradishall detailed to carry out three engine, flying practice, circuit and landings.  
 
The pilot, Sgt Sellars, was undertaking his second solo flight without an instructor.  An entry from the log for 
the day records that there 
was fog early morning which 
cleared during the day, falling 
again in the evening. The first 
take off was at 1015 hrs and 
the last landing was at 195 
hrs. In the early evening 
Ernest’s aircraft crashed with 
the loss of all crewmembers.  

An enquiry into the crash concluded that 
during the course of the flight, engine 
trouble made it necessary for the pilot to 
feather the starboard outer engine and 
make a normal three-engined approach.  
 
As the approach was made to the leeward 
side of the runway at 100 feet above the 
ground, the pilot realised that it would be 
necessary to go round again.  
 
Control of the aircraft was lost and after a 
stall turn to starboard it crashed into the 
ground at 1746 hrs causing what must 
have been instant death to all 
crewmembers.  
 
No reason could be given for the engine 
trouble as the aircraft was completely 
burnt out. 
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Ernest Henry Benjamin Saker was buried at Haverhill cemetery, Suffolk, England, grave 250, section U. Next 
to him lies P/O Leonard Gerrard Sellars the other Australian member of the crew. 
 
 
This cypher message was 
sent to RAAF headquarters 
informing them of the deaths 
of Ernest HB Saker and 
Leonard G Sellars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 27 July 1943, 

The Bowen Independent 

included the report left about 

the death of Sgt Gunner 

Saker, aged 20. 

His death was also recorded 

in the Courier-Mail, Brisbane 

on Friday 13 August 1943. 

 Air Casualties - Sgt. E. H. B. 

Saker - Merinda killed in an 

aircraft accident in England.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/195720138?searchTerm=saker
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/195720138?searchTerm=saker
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The Bowen War Memorial is a dominant feature in the 

streetscape. The concrete memorial sits on a stepped base of 

rough hewn grey granite. Above this base is a pedestal which is 

divided into four sections. The pedestal has a digger statue at the 

top. On each face of the first section of the pedestal there is a 

marble plaque bearing the leaded names of the 43 fallen men 

from the First World War. At the base of each face is a marble 

plaque with leaded names and a granite plaque with gold lettering 

bearing the names of the 26 fallen men from the Second World 

War. 

    

 

 

   

 

 

All Australian casualty names are projected onto the exterior 

of the Hall of memory. Ernest Henry Benjamin Saker's name 

will be projected on: Sun 28 February 2021 at 4:09am and 

Sat 22 May 2021 at 6:41pm 

His name is also on panel 129 in the Commemorative 

Area at the Australian War Memorial (as indicated by the 

poppy on the plan). 

 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/visitor-information/features/commemorative-area
https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/visitor-information/features/commemorative-area

